
 

Airport Advisory Board 02-22-2022   
   

1 

 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:05 PM by Board Chair Dick Pattison  
 
Present:   
    
  Dick Pattison, Chairman      
  Derek Van Marter, Vice-Chair  
  Sandy Liman, Board Member   
  Dan Kuperberg, Board Member   
  Clayton Chaste, Board Member 
  Alan Caswell, Town Council Liaison Alternate 
  Clerk/Treasurer Randy Kilmer, Secretary  
  Andrew Denham, PW Director  
  Bob Wagner, Airport Manager 
   
 
Absent:   
  Hans Smith, Town Council Liaison  
   
Additions/Changes to the Agenda: 
 
None 
 
 
Public Comment Period (Up to 3 Minutes) 
 
No public comment provided. 
 
 
Discussion: Fuel Depot  
 
Chairman Pattison noted that this item remains in the hands of the Facilities Committee to research and 
bring a recommendation back to the Council. Director Denham has had discussions with T-O engineers, 
gathering information about cost and feasibility. The TAAB appoints a subcommittee of Board Member 
Liman and Chairman Pattison with Vice Chair Van Marter also available to support the Facilities 
Committee and Council with any research to be done on the project. Board Member Kuperberg reiterated 
that Option A is that the Town of Twisp is interested in owning/operating a fuel depot. Option B would 
be approval by the Council for a third party to operate a fuel depot on the premises. Airport Manager 
Wagner noted that Davenport just recently installed a depot of comparable size and would be a good 
resource to use for research purposed. 
 
 
 
Discussion: Crack Sealing 
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Airport Manager Wagner reported that enough funds had been donated to meet the 5% funding match. 
Director Denham will follow up with T-O Engineers and work through the application process. TAAB 
will get the opportunity to review the scope of the project during the application process. 
 
 
Discussion: Capital Facility Plan 
 
The Town’s CFP and the STIP (State Transportation Improvement Plan) are required to match. The Town 
has a long history of considering the TAAB recommendations on its CFP. If there are changes to be 
made, the Town can request the State to adjust the STIP to meet new Town priorities. 
Board Member Chase questioned if the Town has published any clear priorities for the airport, or an 
explanation of such. 
 
Discussion was had on the priority level of a helipad at the airport. Chairman Pattison related that current 
EMS services are reluctant to land a helicopter at the airport given current conditions, mostly due to 
snowplowing and current layout. Airport Manager Wagner suggest that the area north of the new tie-
downs slated for transient parking in the long-range plan could be paved earlier and used as the helipad. 
The TAAB members agree to leave priorities in the current order on the CFP and ask to be included in the 
initial design process for helipad when the time comes. 
 
Discussion: Hangar Rate Increase 
 
Chairman Pattison recounted the status of the lease rate discussions between the Town and TAAB. Clerk 
Kilmer noted that as far as the Council understands, they have provided the requested financial 
information to the TAAB and are awaiting a recommendation on a rate for future leases. 
Board Member Chase questioned what the Town’s intention is with the airport; whether it was to provide 
a service, or to make money? TAAB members don’t feel the Town has given an answer to that question. 
Board Member Chase volunteers to draft a “Mission Statement” for the Town Airport to present to the 
Council for possible adoption. 
 
Vice Chair Van Marter recommended that the TAAB review the financials the Town provided and 
evaluate these numbers against the TAAB’s original rate recommendation. Then the TAAB can draft and 
send another letter to the council with an updated recommendation with the goal to increase airport and 
economic development. This letter could also include other options for offsetting airport costs like 
allowing business operations. Board Member Chase volunteers to draft this letter. 
 
 
Discussion: Airport Operating Expense 
 
Vice Chair Van Marter noted that if the Town’s position is that the leases cover 100% of airport costs, 
and that the TAAB recommends 60% coverage, the question of how to bridge that gap remains. 
Director Denham reviewed the expense report again that was provided at the previous meeting and 
explained how the numbers were arrived at. With the current lease rate revenues, approximately 50% of 
airport expenses are being covered. 
 
Board Member Liman feels that the market should dictate lease rates more than the percentage of expense 
coverage that is desired. He continued that more potential lessees would be willing to pay market value 
and inflating the rate against expense can possibly stymie growth at the airport. 
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The TAAB discuss that the Council’s desire to see 100% coverage of expenses through the lease rates 
would be more achievable if it was calculated with the maximum number of lease lots taken into 
consideration. Board Member Chase will do the research for maximum hangar lots as it compares to the 
lease rate recommendation and include it in the draft letter to Council for TAAB to review at their next 
meeting.  
 
Discussion: Courtesy Car Insurance 
 
In past years, the Airport Improvement Club has paid insurance premiums for the courtesy car. 
Due to COVID and other concerns the existing courtesy car was not used. Bob Ulrich has a car he is 
willing to donate to the Town to be used as a courtesy car, and the Airport Improvement Club is willing to 
maintain it. Clerk Kilmer recalled that the Council had discussed in recent years the donation offer and 
did not accept it, largely to concerns of liability and lack of control over usage. 
 
The TAAB feels that it is time to ask again if the Town will accept the donation and insure the vehicle. If 
the Town is not agreeable to this, the Airport Improvement Club can be asked if they would own and 
insure the vehicle. Vice Chair Van Marter will draft a letter to the Council with this request. 
 
Discussion: Next Steps 
 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday, March 22nd, 2022, 12:00 PM 
Note: Chairman Pattison will be unavailable, Vice Chair Van Marter will set the agenda and run the 
Meeting. 
 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Board Member Van Marter moved to approve the 01-18-2022 minutes as presented. Board Member 
Chase seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Board Member Pattison adjourned the meeting 
at 1:57 pm. 
 
  


